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Xmas Dinner and 
presentation 
53 Wheelers sat down to an ex-
cellent meal at the White Horse in 
Hertingfordbury. We were very 
pleased to welcome Sylvia Hay-
den, who represented England in 
Le Tour Feminin de France in 
1955 and 1957, as guest of hon-
our. Most participants, I think, felt 
that the new venue was a 
success. Not only did we enjoy the 
food and atmosphere but the 
event managed to return a £66 
profit plus over £100 on the raffle.  

After the meal Sylvia Hayden pre-
sented the trophies. Barry Page  
won the HWCC 10 League, nar-
rowly beating Phil Young  and also 
took the Out of Season BAR, the 
fastest 25, the fastest 30 and the 
Restricted ‘81’ Gear 10. A very 
successful year’s racing! 

Peter Walton  took home trophies 
for the Best 12 hour, the Don Ly-
ness Cup for the Best 12 hour on 
handicap, the Senior BAR (50, 
100, 12hr), and the Bill Harridge 
Cup for the Veterans BAR (25, 50, 
100, 12hr). He also took the 
Centenary Trophy for the most 
mileage done in organised non-
competitive events such as Au-

daxes. Perhaps Father Xmas 
brought him a nice, big sideboard! 

Merv Player  took the Dobson Sal-
ver for the Intermediate BAR and 
also raced the fastest 50 and 100. 
The Outstanding Performance 
Trophy went to Alex Powell  for 
winning the Hill Climb - on a tour-
ing bike! 

Other racing awards went to Clive 
Wellings  (Restricted ‘72’ Gear), 
Phil Young  (Revenge 25). Re-
nato Davis  took the Novice Award 
as well as the Kingsdale Trophy 
presented by Southgate CC for the 
fastest junior in their Open 10. 
Merv Player  took the Norlond TT 
Combine – The Edgar Mascall 
Memorial Trophy – for having the 
fastest Vet on Standard aggregate 
in the season’s NTTC events. 

Further non-racing awards went to 
Andy Crawley  (Club Runs Cup), 
Graham Knight  (Free Wheeling 
Mug) and Chris Smith  (Speed 
Judging Mug). 

Many thanks to Liz and Peter W 
for organising the dinner, to Janet 
Pearson for organising the raffle 
(and all those who donated prizes) 
and to all involved in organising 
the presentations and engraving. 

  PW/GK 

Clubroom Events 

HOW TO SET UP YOUR 
BIKE FOR OPTIMUM 

PERFORMANCE 

Thur 21st Jan – 8.45pm.  
St Margaretsbury Sports and 

Social Club 

BRIAN STANWYCK  will be giving 
an illustrated talk on how to set up 
a bike for optimum performance.  
He will be bringing a bike jig to 

show us how he does this. 

Brian has a background in canoe-
ing (he competed at World and 

European Championships for Brit-
ain), mountaineering and mountain 

biking. He has finished 5 Ètapes 
de Tour and has been trained on 
bike-fitting by Italian specialists. 

He has been a sports instructor for 
15 years. 

Please invite your friends and help 
make the evening a success. This 

should appeal to all riders no 
matter what their cycling interests. 

(Contact Peter Walton for further details) 

Note that John P has provisionally booked 
a number of speakers for forthcoming 

Thursdays (Feb 18th, Apr 15th, May 20th.) 

Season’s Greetings 
John P has received “greetings to 
all the Wheelers” from several past 
members. These include Bob 
Harrison and family, Richard and 
Doreen Harsant, Chris Hill, Dave 
and Judy Kain, Jim King, Allen and 
Lyn Law, Dave and Dot Marsh, 
Jackie Merrick (who tells us her 
sister, Wendy Sparkes - nee 
Lyness, is not very well), Ian Smith 
and family, Pete and Jacqui 
Taylor, Phil and Katherine 
Waterton, and Dan Young. JP 

 
Some of the prize-winners; left to right: Barry Page, Renato Davis, Merv Player, 
Sylvia Hayden, Phil Young, Peter Walton, and Alex Powell 



 

What else can we do? 
A while back a number of us sat in 
the café at Tea Green discussing 
novel activities that the Club might 
promote. Of course we each had 
our own pet ideas and, naturally, 
these were better than anyone 
else’s. Here are some: 

· A club run starting about an 
hour’s drive away in order to 
access some different country-
side; 

· A two-day club run with a B&B 
overnight; 

· A long weekend or even a 
week away with daily rides to 
suit varying ambitions; 

· A trip to tackle a challenging 
sportive or Audax ride; 

· Regular training rides; 

· A more co-ordinated approach 
to racing so that Wheelers ap-
pear more as a team. 

No doubt others would have their 
own suggestions as well as being 
able to say “Oh we used to do that 
years ago, it never worked be-
cause…”. It may also be that 
members are already happily or-
ganising such activities amongst 
themselves and would prefer to 
keep it that way – which, of 
course, is fair enough. However, it 
seems to me to be worth seeing 
whether we might build a consen-
sus around some ideas and try 
them out.  

Club Nights and Club Runs are 
good places for making such plans 
but not everyone attends these. 
So, in addition, I would like to try to 
get some discussion going on an 

electronic forum. It turns out the 
club already has one of these! 
Therefore the purpose of this arti-
cle is to provoke you into using it 
to discuss possibilities like those 
above. 

The Herts Wheelers’ forum is 
hosted by the “Eastern Road Race 
League” who maintain forums for 
many cycling clubs as well as fo-
rums for general cycling chat. The 
ERRL forums are at 
http://forum.errl.org.uk. You have 
to register, which involves giving 
them your email address and 
choosing a password. There are 
instructions on how to do this at 
http://www.herts-wheel-
ers.org.uk/members/forum.htm.  

So, have a go. After all, if you don’t 
we may all be talking about you 
behind your back! GK

Club Runs 
The weather resulted in the 
cancellation of a couple of runs. 
Nevertheless a number of intrepid 
riders braved the conditions and 
even enjoyed some of them. 

Sat 26th Dec 

Barry led a group around the lanes 
from Ware dropping off riders at 
various points along the way. Ap-
parently the last two riders made 
their way back to Ware via the Sa-
combe to High Cross road - surely 
a heroic choice of route given the 
conditions? GK/BP 

Sun 27th Dec 

Peter W, Jason T, Jane P, Graham K, 
Alex P, Andy C, Bob B, Cathy P, 
Barry P 

This was a rather odd ride in which 
no-one reached the destination, 
Whitwell, except the Club's Presi-
dent - who did not start the ride! 

Nine started from Hoddesdon with 
the best of intentions but soon 
punctures, an icy road and a nasty 
fall for Jason caused delays. Alex 
suffered a series of punctures and 
headed home whilst Graham left 
for an early lunch from Brookmans 
Park. Seven riders reached San-
dridge and encountered a danger-
ously icy lane. They fragmented 

with little chance of re-grouping. 
With riders turning for home a fur-
ther puncture meant most did not 
see each other again and none of 
the group(s) got to the café. 

John P, however, was at Emily's 
Tea Room from 12 to 1 pm and 
met several other vet cyclists. He 
asserts that "younger riders are 
too sensible to venture out in this 
weather, obviously". PW/GK 

Fri 1st Jan 

Cathy P, Barry P, Graham & Sonia K, 
Peter W, Jason T, Andy C,  
Lawrence U 

With plenty of ice about, a route 
was chosen that avoided the 
smaller lanes. The ride left Ware 
on the B1004 through Wareside to 
Widford then headed north 
through Much Hadham to Puck-
eridge. A brief conference there 

Club Run Schedule  

Date Time Start Destination Dist.  Pace Lead 

January 
17th   09.30 Ware Church Farm, Ardley  35m  Easy  VB 

45m  Med. TD 
24th   09.30 Much H. Traffic Bar Café Gt Dunmow  

30m  Med.  AD 

31st  09:30 Hert. Four Leaf Clover Café, Hitchin 40m Med. JF 

February  

30m  Med.  TD 
7th   09.30  Much H. Clavering Lakes 

45m  Easy AD 

Leaders: Valdis Bellines (VB), Bruno Cartwright (BC), Andy Crawley (AC), Tim 
& Angela Dobson (TD, AD), John Farnham (JF), Paul Fennell (PF), Graham 
Knight (GK), Barry Page (BP), John Pearson (JP), Alex Powell (AP), Peter 
Walton (PW), Sarah Wren (SW). 

Start Locations: 
Hertford: Hartham Common, recycling point 
Much Hadham: bus shelter north end of High Street 
Ware: Broadmeads car park near level crossing 

Note that details are occasionally subject to change. See the website for the 
most up-to-date information. 



 

decided against heading further 
north and a ride back to Ware 
along the old A10 completed a 
short but enjoyable ride. (My 
apologies if the participants list is 
wrong. Memory not what it once 
was etc.) GK 

Sun 3rd Jan 

Danny M, Brian E, Peter W, Andy C, 
Lawrence U, Alex P, Graham K, 
Valdis B, Barry P 

A flawless Club Ride! No one fell 
off or punctured!  
Nine riders rode north via Puck-
eridge and Barkway to Royston. 
The weather was unbroken sun-
shine and perfect for enjoying the 
open views near Reed. After re-
freshment at the Café Moreno the 
group retraced their route and 
were back in Ware by 1.40pm. (43 
miles).  PW 

Club Run Points 
Points up to end December: 

Peter W 16 
Graham K 13 
Alex P 11 
John F, Jason T 10 
Jane P 8 
Chris S, Cathy P, Barry P 6 
Bob B, Danny M, Sarah W,  
Tim D, Valdis B 4 
Angela D, Steve M,  
Bruno C, Andy C 2 
Steve Wh, John P 1 JF 

Mudguardian 
Most of you will have received 
your copy and appreciated all the 
hard work put in by John P and the 
various authors (and especially the 
excellent article on the Raid 
Pyrenean). If you have not 
received one then please contact 
John or email mudflap@herts-
wheelers.com.  

The crossword solution will be in 
next month’s Mudflap. JP/GK 

Racing in 2010? 
The provisional schedule of CTT 
open events is now available 
courtesy of Brian. Go to 
http://www.herts-
wheelers.org.uk/race/open.htm to 
find them. BE 

SMIDSY 
You will likely have 
heard of this CTC 
initiative, which is aimed at the 
proponents of the “Sorry Mate I 
Didn’t See You” excuse. The idea 
is to make it easy for cyclists and, I 
suppose, others, to report such 
incidents. To do so, go to 
http://www.stop-smidsy.org.uk. 
This doesn’t give quite the satis-
faction you would get from finding 
that the offender had driven into a 
tree around the next bend but it’s 
better than nothing.  

One benefit is that the CTC is able 
to build up statistics on what sorts 
of incidents are most prevalent. 
You can view the statistics at 
http://www.stop-
smidsy.org.uk/statistics. Whilst 
some seem a little self-fulfilling 
(96% of the incidents were re-
ported by cyclists and 85% of the 
perpetrators were car or van driv-
ers. 90% of the reporters were “not 
to blame”), there are some 
interesting trends. For example 
65% of “near misses” stem from 
poor overtaking or “cutting up” but 
these result in just 21% of actual 
crashes. The latter seem to result 
more from bad driving at junctions. 
It’s worth a look and worth sending 
in your reports. GK 

Arthur Knights 
Arthur, who died two years ago, 
was a life member and captain 
before the war. His son John has 
has some pre-war photos of Club 
activities. He is keen to know 
whether other members may have 
similar photos that include his fa-
ther. John P is in touch with him. If 
you want to make contact please 
liaise with John. 

It would be nice to collect such old 
photos and make them available 
on the website or through Mudflap. 
If you have any you think might be 
suitable then please contact mud-
flap@herts-wheelers.com. 

Name the Village  
John P correctly identified the Queen Adelaide in Shenley and its gaol 
which, he says, is inscribed, "Be sober, be vigilant. Do well and fear 
naught"; surely a motto for all Wheelers. Unfortunately John sent his 
entry via Brian rather than direct to Mudflap. This electronic 
incompetence thus enabled Brian to pip him for first place. 

This month’s is barely a village but I can walk to it from Cheshunt. 

 



  

Club Contacts 
President: John Pearson 

Treasurer:  John Clark 

treasurer@herts-wheelers.org.uk 

General Secretary: Steve Watson 

secretary@herts-wheelers.org.uk 

Racing Secretary: Pat Player  

racing@herts-wheelers.org.uk 
Membership Secretary: Brian Evans 

membership@herts-wheelers.org.uk 

Clubruns Organiser: John Farnham 

clubruns@herts-wheelers.org.uk 

Mudflap Editor:  Graham Knight 

mudflap@herts-wheelers.org.uk 
Tel. 01992 626619 

Clubroom: 

Every Thursday, normally from 9pm,  
St Margaretsbury Sports & Social 
Club, Stanstead Abbots, Herts. 

website: www.herts-wheelers.org.uk Email: secretary@herts-wheelers.org.uk 

 

Time to Pay Up! 
Subscriptions are due from 1st 
Jan. The fees are: 

Senior membership (over 
18) including 2nd claim 

£20.00 

Family membership (Two 
partners plus all their 
children who are under 18) 

£30.00 

Age concession (18 to 21 
or over 60) 

£12.50 

Full-time student 
membership (22 to 59) 

£12.50 

It is always open to any member 
entitled to the £12.50 rate to pay 
the full senior rate of £20 as a 
donation to the Club. 

Please write cheques to 
"Hertfordshire Wheelers" and send 
to the Treasurer: 

John Clark, 
Apple Tree Cottage, 
Bumbles Green Lane, 
Nazeing,  
Essex,  
EN9 2SG. 

Tel: 01992 893765 

Email: 
johnclark238@btinternet.com JC

 

 


