Racing begins

Several members have taken part
in early-season events and the
first club 10 has been held. Others
have taken part in Audax events.
There has even been some
spring-like weather, so plenty of
reasons to get out and ride: all re-
ported below.

Time Trials

Ely Hard-Riders

On 15th February four Wheelers
rode in the Ely Hardriders 25 on
lanes west of Ely. The morning
had warmed a little following the
deep freeze at the start of the
month. There was a light breeze
and some drizzle.

Peter Walton was riding the event
for the first time and Merv. Player
for the eleventh time. Phil Young
was the fastest of the four with
1:8:30, Barry Page recorded
1:14:33 , Merv.Player 1:15:05 for
Second Veteran on Standard
with Peter Walton recording
1:16:48

Merv. Player on the Ely course (from
Ely & District CC web site)

Arm-chair time trialists can view
the route at
http://www.bikely.com/maps/bike-
path/Ely-Hardriders. MP

North Road Hard Riders

Phil Young and Barry Page rode
the North Road Hardriders 25 on
22" February. On a relatively
warm day they finished in 1:15:05
and 1:19:55 respectively. Phil's
son Dan rode the event and
finished for the first time in a time
of 1:13:44. Simon Gaywood won
the event in 58:36; he rode 50
miles from his home to the event
as well!

Phil Young straight-lines one of the
Hammond Street Road round-a-
bouts. (from North Road CC web site)

Kettering CC Hilly 20

On 1st March Merv. Player rode in
the Kettering CC Hilly 20 mile
Time Trial. The course was on
undulating lanes to the East of
Corby, conditions were calm but
cool.

Merv. recorded a 1.00.04 for the
20 miles, the winner only took
44.55. He was Matt Bottrill who is
sponsored by De Rosa and is a
few years younger than Merv.

(Bottrill has a 10 mile p.b. of 18.56
and came third in the North Road
HR event. Ed) MP

Upcoming Club Racing

Club 10  F6A (Cole Green)
Club 10  E64/10
Club 10  E64/10

Wheelers Club 10

The first club time trial for 2009,
the 72 inch Restricted 10, took
place on the 8th March on the
Cole Green circuit.

Conditions were bright and sunny
but with a cool, very strong wind
blowing from the West. This
caused the second part of each
circuit, on the A414, to be very
hard.

Defending Champion Clive
Wellings proved fastest once
again with a 27.47 and a winning
margin of over a minute.

Clive Wellings working hard at Cole
Green (Photo Andy Crawley)

Times for the six riders competing
were:

Clive Wellings 27.47
Paul Fennell 28.53
Barry Page 29.17
Steve Watson 30.26
Peter Walton 32.22 PP

New Member

Welcome to Patrick Deary who
joins us from Stanstead
Abbotts.

18:30 Tuesday 31 March 2009
19:00 Tuesday 07" April, 2009.
19:15, Tuesday 14" April, 2009.



Audax

Victoria CC - Brazier's Run

Four members; Andy Crawley,
Graham Knight, Peter Walton and
Steve Whipp rode the 106Km
event on 28" February. This
started in either Henham or Ugley
depending on whom you believe.

The ride began in bright sunshine
and, though that faded, the day
remained dry and calm. The route
comprised two loops based on the
Victoria CC bungalow; first to the
north-east towards Thaxted, then
to the south-east towards Great
Canfield. A good pace was main-
tained resulting in general weari-
ness towards the end — com-
pounded in some cases by having
ridden 25 miles to the start.

Andy, Graham and Peter headed
back via Bishops Stortford where
the first two took the train home
whilst Peter played a football
match before riding home to
Hertford — another member in

need of counselling! GK

Shaftesbury CC Springtime
150

Another Henham/Ugley event, this
time on March 7". Andy Crawley
and Graham Knight rode, once
more adding an extra 25 miles to
get to the start.

They started out on the tail of a
strong group from an llford cycling
club. However, the hills around
Farnham took their toll leaving

them on their own as the route
headed towards Dane End. Un-
daunted by this, (and by the fact
that the route took Andy almost
back to his home), they made rea-
sonable time up to Buntingford
and then back to the club-house
for lunch.

The second loop was longer and
took in some unfamiliar territory
through Steeple Bumpstead and
up to Fulbourn near Cambridge.
Ominously, all this was assisted by
a strong tail-wind, which meant
that the final 20 miles back south
were hard going. Fortunately they
were able to work with another
couple of riders, which eased the
pain somewhat.

Despite not quite matching the
near 16 mph average of the previ-
ous week, both felt they had done
enough at this point and returned
via the train from Elsenham. (At
this point Andy’s average received
a healthy boost as his GPS device
recorded 80 mph on the train!) GK

Club Run Reports

Sunday 15 ™ February

Bob B, Andy C, Paul F, John F, Jane
P, John P, Steve W, Graham K

The fourth attempt this season at
the Speed Judging Competition
looked as if, weather-wise at least,
this time should be good . There
were 6 riders at the start, keen to
go in cool but bright sunshine.
Steve and Paul opted for a harder
few miles at their sportive-training

Peter Walton, Graham Knight, Andy Crawley and Steve Whipp at the start of

the Brazier’s Run.

Brian Evans on the Club Restricted 10
(Photo Andy Crawley)

pace on a longer route while JP
led the others out via Welwyn and
Fulling Mill to Kimpton (Graham
turned for Codicote and an early
lunch), Claggy Bottom, Whiteway
to Breachwood Green for JP's
chosen 4 mile circuit.

Unfortunately the recent snow and
icy conditions had left some lanes
in poor nick. So, when JP set the
competitors off on the wrong cor-
ner on what was, fortunately, a
much shorter half-mile circuit, it
was with some relief that Steve
and Paul arrived having already
ridden around the correct course
to report that this was a bit icy to
ride, particularly for those unfa-
miliar with the corners. This off-
season "social event for 2008" has
now been abandoned!

Lunchtime now beckoned and
when JP phoned the Cockernhoe
venue only to be rebuffed with an
answerphone message that said it
was no longer a café, the group
chose to ride down to the nearer
Emily's café at Whitwell. After a
hot soup and chat with members
of Welwyn Wheelers, NRCC and
Hitchin Nomads, it only remained
for a leisurely return ride through
Codicote, Rabley Heath, Woolmer
Green, Datchworth Green, Bram-
field and home. (35 miles) JP

Sunday 22 ™ February
Club run to Saffron Walden

Andy C, Graham K, Cathy P, Bob
B, Steve Whipp, John F

A quartet left Ware via Babbs
Green and Much Hadham where
they met Cathy. The ride then
continued through Little Hadham,
Stocking Pelham, Wicken, New-
port and Debden to the Mocha



Club Run Schedule

Date Time Start  Destination Dist. Pace Lead
March

15th 9:30 Hertf.  Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning 55m Med AP

22nd 9:30 Much H. Budworth Hall, Chipping Ongar 45m Med JF
29th 9.30 Ware Tea Tree Café, Gt Dunmow 50m Med JF

April

- 9:30 Much H. Garden Tea Rooms, Writtle 50m Med T&AD
t ____________________________________________________________________________________

14.30 Ware  Tea Shop Ride to Westmill 25m Easy JP

* This ride will include the speed-judging competition

Leaders: Bruno Cartwright (BC), Andy Crawley (AC), Tim & Angela Dobson
(TD, AD), John Farnham (JF), Paul Fennell (PF), Barry Page (BP), John
Pearson (JP), Alex Powell (AP), Peter Walton (PW), Sarah Wren (SW).

Start Locations:

Much Hadham: bus shelter north end of High Street
Puckeridge: outside White Hart pub in High Street
Ware: Broadmeads car park near level crossing
Hertford: Hartham Common, recycling point

Sawbridgeworth: Bell Street car park

Harmer Green: Top of New Road at junction with Harmer Green Lane

Café in Saffron Walden. There
they were joined by Steve who
had ridden directly from home in
Great Munden. The ride returned
through Littlebury Green, Dudden-
hoe End, Langley, Brent Pelham,
Stocking Pelham, Much Hadham
and Babbs Green back to Ware.
JF

Brookmans Park (part reverse
NRCC hardriders course)

John P, Patrick Deary

Just two riders started out on a
crisp but unusually fine day for this
event. Patrick and John took a
gentle ride out to Brickendon
Green to chat to the marshalls and
find out who had not started. They
saw our own Phil Young, being
chased soon afterwards by son
Dan, and Barry Page riding hard.
They stayed to see most of the
favourites pass before setting off
for the finish near Brookmans Park
to see the last few riders come
home. They then rode up to the
HQ at Queenswood School which
enabled them to see the full result
board and catch up with many
Wheelers, former clubmates and

MERCURY

pals from other clubs. Dave Pohl,
Geoff Oliver, Rod Taylor and Geoff
Bruton all sent their regards to the
club. The return ride was via
Tylers Causeway and Bayford.

(25 miles) JP

Sunday 1 %' March

Andy C, Cathy P, Alex P, Jane P,
Patrick D, Peter W, Sarah W,
Barry P, John F.

In the absence of Tim and Angela,
John F led a combined easy and
medium pace group of nine from
Much Hadham on a loop through
Little Hadham, Furneux Pelham,
Manuden, Rickling, Wicken,
Arkesden, Duddenhoe End,
Langley, Anstey and Great
Hormead to the Swan Tea Shop at
Hare Street. There they met

John P who had ridden directly
from Little Hadham. Although
busy, the Swan Tea Shop had,
unfortunately, returned to its old
ways of desperately slow service
and lack of organisation. This
resulted in 1 hour 40 minutes
being spent just to get snack type
meals and one round of teas and

Thanks to Peter Walton’s efforts Wheeler's racing exploits are now
getting some exposure in the Herts. Mercury. Both the Ely and North

Road events have been covered

coffees. No one could face a
further wait for cake and a second
round of drinks so the group re-
turned via Little Hormead, Furneux
Pelham, Braughing, Puckeridge,
Bromley. JF

Sunday 8 " March

Steve B, Andy C, Bruno C, John F,
Barry P, Cathy P, Jane P, John P,
Peter W, Steve Whipp, Sarah W.

John P's ride set off from Cole
Green 30 mins. after the comple-
tion of the Restricted Gear '10' so
that Peter and Barry, two of the 6
contestants, could join. The
morning's ride for the 10-strong
group, including a welcome return
to Bruno, was enjoyed gently
enough in fine sunshine, albeit in a
cold, stiff north-westerly breeze.
The route took in Tewin, Burnham
Green, Woolmer Green, Datch-
worth, Aston (where JP suffered a
puncture) and Walkern. They
reached the very busy Rising Sun
at Halls Green at about 12.30 for a
squeezed-in lunch. Fortunately,
John had phoned ahead to book
two tables which were secured
with help from Sarah and Dave
who had ridden direct from Great
Hormead somewhat earlier, oth-
erwise they could all have been
eating alfresco!

As it turned out this would have
been a lot less comfortable. At
around 1.00 pm, the skies turned
gun-metal grey and when they left,
they were bombarded with hori-
zontal sleet for the next hour or so.
Showers and sunny spells had
been forecast but that first arctic
period was no shower! Since the
weather discouraged John's
planned twisty return, all opted for
the most direct routes available.
Sarah and Dave retraced their ride
home, Steve headed off via Ste-
venage, the rest split after Walkern
with six taking the Benington to
Ware lanes while Andy, Steve and
John rode via Watton-at-Stone.
Steve B and John ended their trail
(or is that trial?) via the drag in to
the teeth of the gale to Datchworth
then Archers Green (where it
stopped raining!), Panshanger and
home. (25 miles easy(!)) JP



Open Event Marshalling Duties

Volunteers required! Please contact the secretary!
Time and Date | Event No. Reqd. Perf. by
09:00 28" March | ECCA 10 1 Clive W
08:00 4™ May ECCAFest. 2up25 |1 TBD
07:00 24" May Club Open 30 10 TBD
14:00 6" June ECCA 10 1 TBD
18:00 27" June Club Open 10 10 John Clark
06:30 23" Aug NMHCA 25 3 TBD

Club run points ECCA festival

Points scored to the end of
February — Andy extends his lead.

The Eastern Counties Cycling As-
sociation festival takes place each
year over the May Day bank holi-

Andy C 30 e S :
Peter W, John F oo day weekend (2_ -4 Ma_my this
Bob B 21 year) based mainly at High Easter
Graham K 19 in Essex. Dgtails can be found
Alex P 18 from the (sllghtly impenetrable)
Barry P 10 ECCA website _
(http://www.easterncounties.org.uk
Cathy P 8 /homepage.html) or, failing that,
Angela D 6 from http://tinyurl.com/b38sgg. The
;'{';ER:’ Steve Wa, Steve Wh, , Programme includes road and cir-
Bill C, Sarah W, Patrick D, qwt racing, time trials, randqnees
Jane P, John P o (e auc_ie_lx) and a map-reading
Danny M 1 competition.

Now, we have members who spe-
cialise in all the events above so

Name the Village Competition

Last month it was Westmill
(as | am sure you knew).
This one is a little harder,
especially as | have
removed the pub’s name!

Answers to the editor.

we have a chance of making a
good showing in the team compe-
tition. Points for this are awarded
not just to winners. For example, a
team of three Wheelers finishing
the 200Km randonée would score
50 points, (the same as the winner
of the senior road race), a team of
two finishing the map-reading
competition (20 miles) would score
20 points. Time trials also score -
but we need three riders in an
event to collect the points. So, if
you plan to enter a festival

event, consult the team compe-
tition rules and try to encourage
others to join you so we can
maximise the team points.

200km randonee anyone? Or how
about trying something new, a
four-lap circuit race over at Red-
bridge for example?

Racing on the Redbridge circuit

é )

Ferrari Colnago reputed to have been
ridden by a rider on the Shaftsbury
CC Audax. Available for £8,022.93
from http://www.ferraristore.com

G

J

Club Contacts

President: John Pearson

General Secretary: Steve Watson
Racing Secretary: Pat Player
Membership Secretary: Steve Booth
Club Coach: lan Hayter

Treasurer: John Clark

website: www.herts-wheelers.org.uk

Clubruns Organiser: John Farnham
Mudflap Editor: Graham Knight
graham.knight5@gmail.com
Clubroom:

Every Thursday from 8pm,
St Margaretsbury Sports & Social
Club, Stanstead Abbots, Herts.

Email: hertswheelers@yahoo.co.uk




